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1 started a campaign about 3 % months ago to get improved rural telecommunicatios
because where I live in Mokoreta we only get very slow internet dial up and no cellphone
coverage at all. The area 1 am campaigning for now includes the Southland District
Council’s Toetoes ward in the south Catlins, and also incorporates the Gorge Road arca
in the Waihopai ward and north Catlins, but because of all the phone calls and letters I
have had, I now know that it effects all of rural N.Z.

1 organized a public meeting for the Telcommunications providers to attend to see if we
could get an improvement for these tacking services, those that attended were Telecom,
Vodafone, Woosh and Farmside. Telecom and Vodafone said that they where not
planning any investment in these areas, which for these communities is very frustrating.
Woosh is still looking at expanding into some rural areas.

Farmside is an option but an expensive one at that and I don’t see why just because we
live in the rural community we should be disadvantaged and be made to pay more for
these services.

The lack of decent internet/ cellphone services in rural N.Z effects a lot of people in their
everyday lives from emergency services, tourism all rural businesses new and established,
it also extends outside the rural community to include major companies, accountants
solicitors, banks and many more.

The Telecommunications providers tatk of the amount of revenue that they would loose
improving telecommunications in rural N.Z, but what about the revenue that rural N.Z is
loosing due to these poor services.

Tt is vital for the N.Z economy that we are allowed to move forward in the World of
Modern Technology because SAFTEY & PRODUCTIVITY does matter in rural N.Z.

I think the Government should work with all providers and let rural N.Z know that they
will do everything possible to improve the VERY POOR services so we are not
disadvantaged by living in beautiful rural N.Z.

I have received 67 letiers of support from emergency services, community groups,
businesses and the general public and have included all of these letters so you can see
how lack of telecommunications disrupts and frustrates them in their everyday lives.
This is a very serious issue and it needs to have immediate attention s0 We can move
forward successfully like the rest of N.Z.

Yours sincel:%iy
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Rosanne Lawson
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