Fact sheet: US High End Wine Initiative
The United States is the third largest export market for New Zealand wine, behind Australia and the United Kingdom.  In the year ending December 2009, New Zealand exported $214 million worth of wine to the United States.

The United States High End Wine Initiative brings together 58 selected wines from 21 wineries in a concerted strategy to build a strong presence in the luxury and super premium segments of the United States market.  All wineries are currently active and well established in the United States.

The initiative outcomes will include the appointment of an in-market campaign manager who will work with the wineries’ distributors to undertake a programme of collaborative brand and market building activities.  This includes: building key influencer relationships (distributors, wholesalers, independent retailers, sommeliers, journalists etc.) to drive listings and sales; marketing of wines through a series of top quality positioning events in up to three focus markets (San Francisco, Chicago, New York); and consumer and trade focused marketing and communications activities which will also utilise social media networks.
The project is expected to lead to additional direct sales by participants of NZ$50 million by 2015, and importantly will have flow-over effect on the wider New Zealand category in the US and in the markets influenced by it.

A new entity, New Zealand Winegrowers USA Ltd, has been established to lead the programme and undertake key activities in the United States and in New Zealand.  An independent board of directors, comprising winery representatives, will oversee the new entity.  The board is chaired by Steve Smith of Craggy Range Vineyards.
The government has contributed $1.2 million over two years through the Food and Beverage Taskforce managed by New Zealand Trade and Enterprise. 

The initiative began in June 2008, with the first year focusing on research and scoping activity, developing a plan from that research and gaining winery support. US activity will begin in July 2010 and will run until mid 2012.

Wines and wineries involved
All wineries (over 600) on the New Zealand Winegrowers database were invited to participate and formal applications received from 36 wineries nominating over 100 wines for selection, from which 21 wineries and 58 wines were chosen.

The selection of the final wines and wineries has been based on various criteria including: 
· Calibre of resources in people, time and money put into the US market; Established and strong distribution in the key markets of San Francisco, New York and Chicago, with consistent sales of high end wines

· Brand strength and strong track record in the luxury segment

· Solid support for sustainability

· Supporter of, and contribution to, the industry

Wines were assessed for their strength as a varietal or regional highlight, with ability to create interest and contribute complexity to the portfolio.

Participating wineries and wines are:

	Winery Name
	Wine Name
	Variety
	Region

	Amisfield Wine Company
	Amisfield
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Ata Rangi
	Ata Rangi
	Pinot Noir
	Martinborough

	Ata Rangi
	Ata Rangi
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Martinborough

	Cloudy Bay Vineyards
	Cloudy Bay
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough

	Cloudy Bay Vineyards
	Cloudy Bay
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Cloudy Bay Vineyards
	Cloudy Bay Te Koko
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Craggy Range Vineyards
	Sophia
	Bordeaux blend
	Hawkes Bay

	Craggy Range Vineyards
	Kidnappers Vineyard
	Chardonnay
	Hawkes Bay

	Craggy Range Vineyards
	Le Sol
	Syrah
	Hawkes Bay

	Craggy Range Vineyards
	Te Muna
	Pinot Noir
	Martinborough

	Craggy Range Vineyards
	Te Muna
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Martinborough

	Escarpment Vineyard
	Escarpment
	Pinot Noir
	Martinborough

	Escarpment Vineyard
	Kupe
	Pinot Noir
	Martinborough

	Felton Road
	Felton Road Block 2
	Chardonnay
	Central Otago

	Felton Road
	Felton Road Bannockburn
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Felton Road
	Felton Road Calvert
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Felton Road
	Felton Road Cornish Point
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Kumeu River Wines
	Hunting Hill
	Chardonnay
	Auckland

	Kumeu River Wines
	Kumeu River Estate
	Chardonnay
	Auckland

	Kumeu River Wines
	Mate's Vineyard
	Chardonnay
	Auckland

	Mt Difficulty Wines
	Mt Difficulty
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Mt Difficulty Wines
	Mt Difficulty Single Vineyard Pipeclay Terrace
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Muddy Water Wines
	Muddy Water - Hares Breath
	Pinot Noir
	Waipara

	Muddy Water Wines
	James Hardwick
	Riesling
	Waipara

	Nautilus Estate
	Nautilus Estate
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough

	Nautilus Estate
	Nautilus Estate
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Neudorf
	Neudorf Moutere
	Chardonnay
	Nelson

	Neudorf
	Neudorf Moutere
	Pinot Noir
	Nelson

	Neudorf
	Neudorf Moutere
	Riesling
	Nelson

	Palliser Estate
	Palliser
	Pinot Noir
	Martinborough

	Palliser Estate
	Palliser 
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Martinborough

	Pegasus Bay Winery
	Pegasus Bay
	Chardonnay
	Waipara

	Pegasus Bay Winery
	Pegasus Bay
	Pinot Noir
	Waipara

	Pegasus Bay Winery
	Prima donna
	Pinot Noir
	Waipara

	Pegasus Bay Winery
	Bel Canto
	Riesling
	Waipara

	Pegasus Bay Winery
	Pegasus Bay
	Sauvignon Blanc Semillon
	Waipara

	Quartz Reef
	Methode Traditionnelle Non Vintage
	Methode
	Central Otago

	Quartz Reef
	Quartz Reef
	Pinot Noir
	Central Otago

	Saint Clair Family Estate
	Saint Clair Pioneer Block 14 Doctor's Creek
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough

	Saint Clair Family Estate
	Saint Clair Pioneer Block 1 Foundation Block
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Saint Clair Family Estate
	Saint Clair Wairau Reserve
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Seresin Estate
	Seresin Reserve
	Chardonnay
	Marlborough

	Seresin Estate
	Seresin Leah
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough

	Seresin Estate
	Seresin Rachel
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough

	Seresin Estate
	Seresin Reserve
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Spy Valley Wines
	Envoy
	Pinot Gris
	Marlborough

	Spy Valley Wines
	Envoy
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough

	Spy Valley Wines
	Envoy
	Riesling
	Marlborough

	Trinity Hill 
	Trinity Hill Gimblett Gravels The Gimblett
	Bordeaux blend
	Hawkes Bay

	Trinity Hill 
	Trinity Hill Homage
	Syrah
	Hawkes Bay

	Vavasour
	Awatere Valley
	Pinot Noir
	Marlborough-Awatere

	Vavasour
	Awatere Valley
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough-Awatere

	Villa Maria Estate
	Villa Maria Single Vineyard Omahu Gravels Merlot 
	Bordeaux blend
	Hawkes Bay

	Villa Maria Estate
	Villa Maria Single Vineyard Keltern
	Chardonnay
	Hawkes Bay

	Villa Maria Estate
	Villa Maria Cellar Selection 
	Syrah
	Hawkes Bay

	Villa Maria Estate
	Villa Maria Reserve
	Pinot Noir
	Marborough

	Villa Maria Estate
	Villa Maria Reserve
	Sauvignon Blanc
	Marlborough

	Vinoptima Estate
	Vinoptima
	Gewurztraminer
	Gisborne


For more information please contact:

Steve Smith, Chairperson

Craggy Range Vineyards 

Email: steve.smith@craggyrange.com

Morag Fryer, Project Manager

Email: morag@vinetowine.co.nz

